
Tenacres First School – Curriculum Information for Parents 
Year 1- Autumn Term 2024 
Miss Kelly and Miss Evans 

 
We had such a lovely first half term and really enjoyed our topic ‘Marvellous Me’ where we were able to get to know your 
children well. Our next topic is ‘Into the Woods’. The children will enjoy reading well known stories which will inspire their 
English work (we don’t want to give too much away about which stories they will be, but you may see a few picture clues!) 

Our main focus for this half term, as well as the English and Maths, will be Science and Art. We will also continue to do Forest 
School for the first few weeks as no Woodland topic would be complete without a trip to our very own Forest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.E:  
Thursday (indoor) 
Friday (outdoor) 

Forest School: 
Tuesday 

Please ensure children come into 
school dressed suitably. Bring your 

wellies in a bag. All children will need 
plenty of layers for Forest School and 
please note, we will still go if it rains 

so please bring a waterproof coat.        

Homework 

o Reading – The more you can do, 

the better.  1 reading book will be 

given out on a Monday, please 

keep them at home and read them 

with your child – rereading is also 

highly recommended!  Once the 

book has been read, it will get 

changed on the Thursday. One 

banded book is sent home and 

changed once it has been read and 

signed in the home school diary.  

o Bug Club Reading- the books on 

Bug Club match the children’s 

phonics level so please continue to 

read these too (and reread!). 

o Phonics- it is so important for the 

children to practise reading and 

spelling their focus sounds/words. 

o Topic Homework- a homework grid 

will follow with details! 

 How you can help your child: 

o Encourage regular reading 

o Ask questions about what they’ve read and get them to 

explain the book. 

o Don’t forget to record reading in your child’s home-school 

diary! 

o Practise mental maths (details on homework grid)  

o Ensure homework is returned. 

o Practise tricky words, high frequency words and sounds, all 

of which can be found in your child’s diary. 

 

Here is a recap of some of the new things that your child may talk 

about now they are in Year 1: 

Dojos- these are reward points that children get for doing great 

work, having super manners, trying hard, having a good attitude, 

reading at home, doing phonics at home etc. 

Monster of the Week- each child has their own Dojo monster which 

counts up how many points they have. The person with the most 

points on a Friday afternoon becomes our Monster of the Week! 

COOL Time- This stands for Carrying On Our Learning. It is where the 

children can initiate their play-based learning.  

Blue Challenge/Green Challenge- Every week the children are asked 

to do a piece of independent Maths and independent writing during 

their COOL time. It is up to them how they do it and when they do 

it! 

Golden Time- children who have completed all their work get 

Golden Time on a Friday afternoon. This is a special reward time. 

Sometimes the children will get out a range of toys and games, 

sometimes they will have the iPads and sometimes they may even 

get to watch a short film! 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

- To write a sequence of sentences to form 
short narratives. 

- To use story language. 

- To form lower case letters, starting and 
finishing in the correct place. 

- To form capital letters. 

- To punctuate sentences correctly using 
capital letters and full stops.  

- To leave spaces in between words (finger 
spaces) 

 
 

 

 

 

PE 

-Football 

- Gymnastics 

 

 

Into the 

Woods 

 

 

Maths 

- Read, write and interpret the mathematical 
symbols for subtraction, equals and addition. 

- To add and subtract one digit and two-digit 
numbers to 20. 

- To solve one step problems that involve addition 
and subtraction. 

- To identify and name common 2D and 3D 
shapes. 

- Recall number facts to 10.  

- Counting to and across 100. 

- Use language of more, most, least, fewer to 
compare numbers. 

- Count in 2s, 5s and 10s 

- To find one more and one less. 

- Read, write and interpret the mathematical 
symbols for subtraction, equals and addition. 

 

 

Science 

-To identify and name a 

variety of common animals. 

-To identify and name a 

variety of common wild and 

garden plants, including 

deciduous and evergreen 

trees.  

-To identify and describe 

the basic structure of 

common flowering plants, 

including trees. 

Music 

- Sing simple songs and 

chants. 

- To keep a steady pace. 

- To play long and short 

sounds. 

- To play 

accompaniments at 

different tempos. 

Art – Making your Mark  

- Looking at line artwork  

- Creating a water picture using 

line art  

- To draw with different media  

 

RE 
- The Creation Story 
- Christmas 

Computing 
-E-Safety and Digital 
Citizenship 

Jigsaw PSHE 
- Celebrating Difference.  



•Choose one task every 2 weeks (or more 
frequently if you want to)

•Bring in your topic homework as soon as 
you have completed it, or email it to your 

teacher. 

Year 1 Topic homework challenge grid:

Into the Woods

•Think carefully about the presentation of your work.

•Take a photo of your homework if you can’t bring it into school and email it over to 
us.

Miss Kelly – hkelly@tenacres.worcs.sch.uk

Miss Evans – bevans@tenacres.worcs.sch.uk

•We will always be pleased as long as you have tried your best! We want homework 
to be enjoyable! 

•Note to parents – homework is presented each week and does not get marked. 

mailto:hkelly@tenacres.worcs.sch.uk


Verbal

I enjoy reading, writing and 
speaking

Maths/Logic

I enjoy working with 
numbers and science

Visual

I enjoy pictures, drawing and 
visualising

Kinaesthetic

I enjoy hands on activities

Musical

I enjoy making and listening 
to music

Create a factsheet about an 
animal you would find in the 
woods.

Create your own 

colour by number pictures 
using one of our stories. 

Make a collage of something 
from one of our stories.

Make a model of the Gruffalo. Write your own song about a 
character.

Read a number of different 
fairy tales.

Learn the names of the 
different types of animals 
from the woods.

Create a front cover for one of 
our stories.

Create your own healthy 
breakfast for the 3 bears.

Think about the sounds you 
hear in different habitats. 
How are they different? 

Write your own story about 
one of the characters.

Collect some natural 
woodland objects, count 
them.

Draw a detailed picture of a 
character.

Build the 3 Bears’ Cottage. Make your own woodland 
music. Why did you pick those 
sounds?

Act out your favourite scene 
from one of our books. 

Read the story of Goldilocks 
and count how many 
objects she uses.

Find photographs of different 
animals from our stories.

Do some Gruffalo baking! Learn some songs from 
traditional tales.

Please note that these are just ideas and suggestions, and we encourage your child to be creative and come up with their own ideas too!

Please support your child in learning the following Maths skills:

 Counting to and across 100 (forwards and backwards) finding one more and one less than a given number, counting in tens, fives and twos, correctly writing numerals.

We will also be learning to recall basic number facts within 10 (e.g 3 +4 = 7) 
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