
Reception Reading 
Meeting 



Session Aims:

To understand how we teach Phonics in Reception. 

To understand how we teach children to read. 

To understand how you can help at home. 



Why is Phonics important? 

• Once pupils can decode using phonics, they are able to focus on 
their wider reading skills and develop a love of reading.

• Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way –
starting with the easiest sounds and progressing through to the 
most complex – it is the most effective way of teaching young 
children to read.

• Phonics is a highly effective method of teaching word reading. 
Almost all children who receive high-quality phonics teaching will 
learn the skills they need to tackle new words.

• They can then go on to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, 
and to read for enjoyment.

1. Taken from the education hub website



Key terms we teach in Phonics:

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. For 

example, in the word 'cat' there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound. 

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /ch/ in the 

word ‘chop’. 

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in 

the word ‘light'.



How do we teach phonics? 

We teach phonics daily as soon as the children start in Reception.  
Following our Tenacres scheme we begin with Phase 1 which looks like 
this: 



How do we teach phonics? 

Then we move into Phase 2:



How do we teach phonics? 

Then we move into Phase 3:



How do we teach phonics? 

Then we move towards Phase 4 during the last part of the summer term:



Blending and segmenting

Blending : Putting the sounds together to read a 
word such as h/a/t. Children need to be able to hear 
the separate sounds in a word and then blend them 
together to say the whole word 

Segmenting is breaking up a word into its sounds 
such as dog d/o/g. Children need to be able to hear a 
whole word and say every sound that they hear



What are pure sounds?

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing 
the sounds and supporting children in reading words. 

c a t not cuh a tuh 

If we mispronounce these sounds we will make 
reading harder for our children.

https://youtu.be/UCI2mu7URBc 

https://youtu.be/UCI2mu7URBc


Home Readers

We have a new reading scheme in place this year.

Each week a book will be allocated that matches the 
sounds taught in phonics the previous few weeks.

You can find this on the phonics slip on the 
communications page of your child’s Home-School Diary.

This book is to be read by your child.



Phonics Activity Book

Your child will also bring home a phonics homework book. 

This will contain a short activity focused on the most recently learnt 
phonics sounds.

They should be able to do a majority of this independently with 
support and encouragement.



Reading for Pleasure Book

In Reception, children choose a reading for pleasure book weekly from 
our library boxes.

This is to share together at home as it will contain phonics sounds the 
children haven’t yet learned.



How can you help at home?

Practising the sounds we have covered at school at home.  

Remembering to use pure sounds when decoding words – don’t put 
‘uh’ after the sound. 

Try some games with oral blending to see if your child can work out 
what you are saying e.g. can you get your h/a/t or your c/oa/t? 

Hearing your child read their reading book as many times as possible.  
This helps to work on their fluency and expression

Support them to complete their phonics homework activity.  



Home-School Diaries 

An important part of the reading 
curriculum is re-reading books to 
build fluency.

Reading books are kept for a whole 
week and will be changed on a 
Monday.

Each week this is where you 
would write down the book your 
child has read to you and a short 
comment about their reading.  



What will happen at school?
We will change your child’s book on a Monday if it has been 
read at home. 

Please remember to sign the diary to say you have heard your 
child read. 

Your child’s diary and book need to be in school each day in 
their bookbags as class teachers will read with your child once a 
week.

Phonics packs will be sent home each week for your child to 
practise the sounds we are learning in Phonics. 



Reading for pleasure:
It is also important to share books with your child at 
home.  Here are some recommended for Reception:

If your child is too 
tired to read to you, 
you could read a 
book like this to 
them.  Hearing an 
adult read is so 
important to help 
develop a love of 
reading. They will be 
able to choose a 
book from the library 
each week which you 
can share at home. 





Any questions? 
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